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We did it! After much uncertainty, consultation, and soul
searching the members of Area 1 held a successful ‘bare
bones’ convention. With the full blessing and support of
Council, three choruses and 6 quartets gave performances
that melted the hearts of those who attended and the many
members who joined by live stream.

Thanks so much to the AC&C DREAM Team for all their
hard work, for their belief that we could work our magic to
host a contest in a brand-new venue, for less than half our
membership, less than half of our annual AC&C budget,
and with only 3 months to get it done.

Although it was wonderful to be together, doing what we
love to do best, singing, and renewing friendships, we
missed so many. Anticipation for AC&C 2023 is high, and
we cannot wait until we are all together again, we are
definitely better together!

Wishing you a safe and happy summer, hope to see you all
at Harmony Harvest in October.

A picture says a thousand words ……enjoy these photos
from our weekend.

Area 1, Better Together!  
Linda McMaster, Area 1 Director

1. Area Director, Linda, welcoming one of our 23 newbies,
Tamara Campbell of the Valley Voices. 2. Joanne Green,
from Seaside A Cappella, signing her COVID
acknowledgment. 3. Three members of TamBre, (Jennifer
Carson, MaryLynn Cote, Kellie Annett) jump in the pool
while bass Jan Coffin takes photo. 4. The Area 1 50/50,
sponsored by the ScotionAires. Special thanks to winner
Margie Langley who donated $100 of her winnings back to
the Area! 5. Our AC&C Dream Team (missing Kelly
Mullaly) is tired but very happy! 6. Thanks to Jill and Doug
Reid, our fantastic judges were delighted to receive these
Big Bang products in their goody bags.
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she deserves them all. Mary was born and raised in
Sussex, NB, and grew up in a very musical family. Her
post-secondary education found her studying music at
Dalhousie University, so music has always been a big part
of her life. She has two beautiful daughters and five
wonderful grandchildren. Along with a busy family life, Mary
works as a successful real estate appraiser and owns her
own business. She also has a consignment store in
Sussex, with a myriad of exciting things.

Our 6 competing Area 1 quartets! Cooler on the Coast,
Four Shore, Tonic!, TAMbre, Qwinn, EnJOY!

It was a different type of “contest” but the biggest thrill was
seeing Area 1 friends for the first time since June 2019. For
those quartets planning to attend IC&C, everyone will be
cheering you on!

Harmony Inc. Quartet Registration deadline was July 1st
but if your quartet isn’t registered yet you still can. If your
ensemble has not re-registered (or is not going to register
this year), your contact person would have received an
email from Jessica Jones our HI Quartet Coordinator.
Please take a minute to respond so we can ensure our lists
are up to date. Also, a new quartet can register anytime
during the singing year and must be registered to compete
in contest.

All Area quartet coordinators meet monthly (except for the
summer) with Jessica to share ideas and news. It’s a great
way to keep connected within Harmony. 

I’ll be checking in with all our quartets in September and if
your chorus has a quartet promotion person, I’d love to
connect. You can contact me through the Area website or
jings902@gmail.com.

Quartet News

Member Highlight - Mary Norrad
Winnie Belliveau, Member of Codiac Chords

Joanne Ings, Quartet Promotion/Coordination
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Joining Harmony in 1978 Mary is well known and loved in
Area 1; has directed a number of choruses and participated
in several others. As Director she is responsible for the
success of The Keltic Chords, The Melodees, The
Brunswick Belles and for the last 25 years The Codiac
Chords. Her kind, gentle, forgiving approach to her friends
in Harmony is legendary. Never a dull moment, a harsh
word, or reprimand; only encouragement, understanding,
and the occasional crossed eye! She is a strong, driven,
talented woman who never fails to participate in every
event, sharing her fantastic sense of humour with us all.

Now an Associate member, Mary will be remembered
forever for her big heart and warm hugs. The Codiac
Chords will keep her in their harmony hearts forever!

Let’s celebrate the talents of Mary
Norrad, the tiny talented lady who up
until recently directed the Codiac
Chords! 

Mary Norrad... what can we say about
Mary? There are so many wonderful 
 descriptors  for  Mary, and Mary Norrad
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Diane Miller, Cobequid FunTones - 25 years
Huguette Gosselin-Grant, Codiac Chords - 30 years
Susan Wright, Elm City Echoes - 45 years
Muriel Sanford, Elm City Echoes - 40 years
Christy Arseneau, Elm City Echoes - 30 years
Wynn Browning, Newfound Sound - 25 years
Jane Risley, ScotianAires - 30 years
Sharon Polkinghorne, ScotianAires - 25 years
Deborah Sabean, Sea Belles - 35 years
Cheryl Sweeney, Sea Belles - 35 years
Tracey Harkins, Sea Belles - 25 years
Elizabeth Leighton, Valley Voices - 30 years
Vangie Mofford, Assoc. Member - 45 years
Margie Fife, Assoc. Member - 40 years
Norma Peabody, Assoc. Member - 25 years
Joyce Pitcher, Assoc. Member - 25 years

Well, we finally did it. After 3 years of virtual presentations,
I had the great pleasure to present Membership Milestone
certificates to the chorus members who were able to attend
AC&C in Debert. There were 8 members who were
presented with their certificates in person out of the 24
Area 1 members who qualified for 25+ years of
membership in Harmony, Inc.

In recognition of her 55 years as a member of Harmony,
Judy Comeau was asked to direct the attendees in the
singing of We’re Harmony, We’re Strong. It was a very
special moment for everyone.

To recognize those who could not attend, I would like to
say a big congratulations to the following members on
behalf of Harmony, Inc. and your Area 1 Council:

Area 1 Membership
Milestones 2022
Andrea Leonard, Membership and Youth Coordinator
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25 years

35 years

40 years

55 years
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Bev had another little ace up her sleeve... barbershop
singing! After surgery, when she was very limited in what
activities she could do. Bev used the chorus song lyrics to
exercise her brain muscles and strengthen her memory
capacity. Early every morning while still in the hospital for
three weeks, she would run through chorus songs in her
mind. When she progressed enough to be moved to the
physical rehabilitation program, Bev used music to get her
hands and feet moving with the rhythm. A snap of the
fingers or a tap of the foot is not as easy as it sounds after
going through all that. After hard work and perseverance,
Bev was up and around, making strides with physical
strength and mobility. Many more weeks of treatment
followed from home. 

One fine day, back to rehearsal she came! Keep in mind,
Bev lives about 45 minutes outside of town, plus she was
not able to drive yet. No problem; her family was there to
help make it happen for her! You can imagine how thrilled
we all were to see Bev strolling into rehearsal steadied by
her cane after only a few months off. It was wonderful to
hear the sound of that warm bass voice, and to see her
smiling face! In her own words, Bev explained it like this "I
love singing and especially barbershop singing so it wasn’t
long before it was all coming back to me and my brain was
on the road to recovery. I feel I have become a better
person because of this whole journey. Barbershop helps
me make a joyful noise and we all have so much to be
joyful for."

We are all very joyful to know that Bev is doing so well. We
wish her the very best with her continued recovery. It just
goes to show that a little bit of harmony can do wonders for
your health and well-being! Welcome back Bev! With
harmony and love from your Newfound Sound Chorus! 

Most of us are quite content to live day to day, content
doing whatever needs to be done, surrounded by the ones
we love. Most of us don't think that one of those normal
days could bring extraordinary change in our lives. That's
exactly what happened to Newfound Sound's Beverly
Kane. Bev has been in our chorus for about eight years.
She has a beautiful bass voice and enjoys barbershop
harmony tremendously! Bev can always sense if a member
needs a little encouragement and she will give it. She is
always aware if someone is having a bit of a difficult time
and she will be there to show her support. She will always
share a smile, tell a joke, or share a story. She just makes
everything feel a little better!

Last summer, Bev had an unexpected diagnosis of a
benign brain tumor. Fortunately, she was able to have
surgery and the tumor was removed. But that kind of
surgery can be tricky. Bev spent several weeks in the
hospital and was totally dependent on others for
everything. She had to retrain her brain and relearn all her
daily tasks from scratch. Her health care team was
amazing and her family were her cheerleaders. Everyone
celebrated her every accomplishment, no matter how
small! Bev's determination and positive spirit, along with
good care providers and a wonderful family network, all
came together to set her on the road to an amazing
recovery!

Member Highlight - Beverly Kane
Anna Tapper, Member of Newfound Sound

J U L Y  2 0 2 2

Beverly Kane
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During the past 3 years, I have had the great pleasure of
becoming your first Area 1 Associate Membership
Representative.

After having been on the Council and working under 3
Executive Directors, I have learned how much work goes
into coordinating every aspect of this wonderful singing
organization.

We are truly blessed to have such an amazing team, and I
do mean team! I am so grateful to have been able to get to
know these amazing women and would not have if I had
not been offered the opportunity to be, at one time, your
Membership & Youth Coordinator and lastly, your Area 1
Associate Membership Representative.

I truly hope that one of our Associate Harmony Sisters will
take the helm and continue to represent all of our Area 1
Associates. If you are interested and wish more
information, please contact Linda MacMaster or myself and
we will be happy to fill you in on the details of the position.
It is a very fulfilling opportunity and one that does not take
up a lot of your time. You will get much more out of it than
you give.

Many thanks go to our wonderful Area 1 Director, Linda
McMaster, and our amazing Area 1 Treasurer, Madeline
Power for their continued support and guidance throughout
this wonderful journey. Last but not least, thank you to our
Area 1 Associates who continue to support our Area. We
truly are blessed to have you in Harmony, Inc.

After two years with no AC&C, Seaside A Cappella and
our quartet Four Shore were thrilled to be able to meet up
with many of our Area 1 friends and compete ‘on stage,’
many of us for the first time. We would like to congratulate
all the participants and extend a big thank you to the team
for pulling together this successful event. We look forward
to meeting up with all Area 1 choruses at a more traditional
AC&C in 2023.

Since AC&C, we have been busier than ever. The chorus
performed in a very successful Ukraine fundraiser with an
incredible slate of performers including Steve Chapin and
our very own Patricia Watson.

On June 25, we extended a good old South Shore
welcome to the Pacific Edge chorus from British Columbia
at a rhubarb dessert party in Mahone Bay. Such a joy to
make new friends who share the joy and love of a cappella
singing from the west coast to the east!

Our Summer Sing program is currently underway, with a
record 50+ participants who are eager to learn about our
genre. We hope to spark their interest in joining the
chorus.

Destination Verona fundraising efforts are well underway.
Recently we did a highway cleanup in the municipality.
And on the July 1 weekend, we held a yard sale in
beautiful Blue Rocks, where people were generous in their
purchases and appreciative of our pop-up singing. We’re
also engaged in FundScrip fundraising, and developing
many more ideas.

Our chorus has been invited to perform at the National
Acadian Festival, to be held in Lunenburg in August. We
are learning a couple of French songs for the event and
hope to add them to our repertoire.
Lots more to come!

Thank You!
Margie Fife, Associate Member Representative
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Seaside A Cappella
Yvonne Rafuse, President - Seaside A Cappella
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How do you thank someone who in such a short time has
given back so much to Harmony, Inc.? Everyone in Area 1
knows and loves Kelly Mullaly, so here’s a chance to learn
more about this amazing woman who has graciously
stepped up to fill a one-year term as our Area 1 Director.
As we continue to search for a long-term Director, we are
beyond grateful to Kelly who does so much ‘for the love of
harmony”.

Here’s the interesting information we learned about Kelly
when she submitted her name as a candidate for the
position of Area 1 Director. There is no doubt that Area 1 is
in good hands!

A little about Kelly’s qualifications:
Since joining in 2014 I've been honoured to have held the
positions of Vice-President, President, and Past-President
of my Chapter as well as Education Coordinator for Area 1.
I'm also involved in Boards for non-singing volunteer work
involving animal welfare.

What talents do you bring to the International Board of
Directors?
I believe my leadership, organizational, writing, marketing,
and social media skills and experience will bring value to
the HI BOD. I am a big believer in collaborative work
toward shared goals in a fun and productive atmosphere.

What do you believe are two of Harmony, Inc.'s biggest
strengths, and why?
I believe one of Harmony's strengths is its ability to create
a safe space for creativity and personal expression in a
world that doesn't necessarily offer those opportunities -
particularly for women. Providing opportunities for
individual skill development are also key to its success.

What do you believe are two challenges Harmony, Inc. is
experiencing and needs to improve, and why?
I believe Harmony needs to find ways to attract and retain 

For the Love of Harmony
Linda McMaster, Area 1 Director
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younger members for it to remain relevant and sustainable.
It also needs to make membership easy to fit into busy
lifestyles, so members stay engaged and willing to
participate in more aspects of membership.

What is one thing that you are most passionate about that
you will work hard to make happen during your term?
I'm most passionate about demystifying barbershop
singing for a wider audience to create more opportunities
and awareness of our craft in our communities so we may
share the physical, mental, and social benefits of singing
more often with a wider audience.
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Energy. Stamina. Dedication. Love of community. A joyful
spirit. All these characteristics, together with a strong and
reliable Lead voice, describe Seaside A Cappella’s beloved
senior member, Betty Rhodenizer.

A lifelong singer and founding member of Seaside A
Cappella (SAC) since 2017, Betty turned 90 years old in
June. At a surprise birthday celebration put on by SAC
members, Betty was crowned Queen of the Chorus and
regaled with gifts and cards, tributes and balloons.

Born and raised in Bridgewater, SAC’s home community on
the South Shore of Nova Scotia, Betty started her musical
life with voice and piano studies in her thirties, and has
sung in church choirs ever since. In her eighties, Betty
decided to take up the ukelele. She joined a ukelele circle
where she met SAC’s founding director Judy Comeau and
her sister Yvonne Rafuse, who told her all about their plans
to launch an cappella chorus. She signed up immediately.

What keeps her going strong in the chorus? “I just love to
sing,” she says. “And it’s the gals… we’re all so connected.
This is the way that Judy has ‘brought us up’ in the chorus
from the beginning—to be sisters, loving and kind. We’re
always positive. It’s a way of life.”

As a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, genealogy has been a passion and part of Betty’s 

faith since the age of 27. She helped found the South
Shore Genealogical Society in 1979 and served as its first
president. She was director of the Family History Center at
her church for 20 years. In 2019, a team of genealogical
experts spent several months digitizing Betty’s entire
collection of records for preservation in the archives of the
church headquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah.

A descendant of two of Lunenburg’s founding families,
Betty wrote and published two books on her family’s history
and genealogy in the early 2000s. She made her most
prominent contribution to local genealogical history when
she researched and compiled 408 founding family names
that are now memorialized on a public memorial in
Lunenburg.

“Betty is a marvel,” says SAC Music Director Judy Comeau.
“Besides being our official greeter and attendance recorder,
week after week she stands tall and strong on those risers,
and simply beams with the love of singing.”

Betty offers advice to anyone considering joining a
Harmony Inc. a cappella chorus: “Weekly attendance is
very important,” she says. “There is so much to learn from
our knowledgeable and tireless director. It is worth every
moment of learning, performing, and competing.” Clearly, if
Betty is any example, the chorus life also goes a long way
to keeping us vibrant and young at heart.

Member Highlight - Betty Rhodenizer
Jennifer MacLeod, Public Relations - Seaside A Cappella
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Left, center: Queen Betty and adoring members of her “court” at a recent surprise party in celebration of her 90th birthday. Right: Betty displays
the extensive library of genealogical records that she has compiled over the years and has used to help numerous folks trace their ancestry.
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The evening of Friday June 24th brought two groups of barbershop singers together for an unforgettable evening of song, chit-
chat, drinks, sisterly love, and food. To give Pacific Edge Chorus an official Halifax welcome, the ScotianAires brought donair
pizza for all. The best part of the night? The two groups merged as one, and sang 'It's The Music That Brings Us Together'.
How fitting, as new friends from opposite sides of the coast looked at each other as the chords rang. What a night!

ScotianAires
Tanya Reid, President - ScotianAires 
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Seaside A Cappella (SAC) is immensely proud of Music
Director Judy Comeau who was honoured in April as a
Special Citizen and 2022 Volunteer of the Year by the
Municipality of the District of Lunenburg. Judy will be
further recognized at a Nova Scotia Provincial Volunteer
Ceremony in Halifax this coming September. Judy founded
Seaside A Cappella in 2017 and for the past five years has
joyfully fulfilled the role of Music Director on an entirely
voluntary basis. Under Judy’s leadership, SAC has steadily
grown in size and excellence as a show chorus, even
throughout the many challenging months of the Covid
pandemic.

Through her 55-year career, Judy has founded five
choruses, including current International Champions, A
Cappella Showcase, and three Area 1 choruses— the
Chaleur Echoes, Dalhousie, NB; the Nova Chords,
Yarmouth, NS; and Seaside A Cappella. She also held the
position of first Area 1 Director, with the original title of
Area Representative.

Here’s what the award organizers had to say when
announcing the honour: “Judy Comeau volunteers five to
eight hours per week, with many more hours dedicated to
preparing for performances. Her combination of energy,
enthusiasm, experience and skill are what set her apart as
an inspiring director. Although she works with a Music
Team and a Board of Directors, Judy leads the chorus with
a   vision   based   on   over   50    years   in     barbershop 

Judy Comeau Honored as Volunteer
Jennifer MacLeod, Public Relations - Seaside A Cappella

J U L Y  2 0 2 2

Judy Comeau

organizations, directing and coaching several award-
winning choruses across Canada. Her goal is to ‘bring
together ordinary singers to make extraordinary music.’

Ms. Comeau has racked up an impressive list of honours
in competitions through the years, including 1st Place
awards at International Championships in 1974-1975,
2008-2009 and again in 2012-2013, and silver medal
showings at the National Musical Festival put on by CBC
Radio and at the World Choir Games in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Comeau’s passion has taken her as far away as St.
Petersburg, Russia, where she led her previous chorus on
a seven-day concert tour at the invitation of the Russian
Ministry of Culture."

Congratulations to Judy, and from all the members of
Seaside A Cappella, a resounding: “Thank you for all that
you do.

GreatGreatGreat
JobJobJob
Judy!Judy!Judy!
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Although disappointed Pacific Edge Chorus couldn't join
them as planned, Island A Cappella was thrilled to sing at
the Charlottetown Capital City Canada Day opening
ceremonies, marking the performance debut of new
Director Jamie Feinberg! In true Harmony style, they also
celebrated the first sing-out for newest member Sherrill
Palmer, welcomed visiting ScotianAires member Nicole
Peters (daughter of IAC Bass Beth Peters) and made time
for a socially-distanced serenade for member Mariedith
Crockett, celebrating a special birthday on July 2nd!

Newfound Sound has been very fortunate to have in-
person practices from mid-March to June. On May 25, we
had Spring Sing 22 Fun Night with everyone taking part.
Members entertained and were entertained by each other.
We had Quartets and VLQs singing music from past and
present repertoire. The Open Mic section provided lots of
laughter with jokes, stories, and songs.

Our final get-together was on June 22. We celebrated our
friendship, dedication, and commitment with a meal,
Installation of Officers, and presentation of pins to
celebrate the Anniversaries of four members. 10 years -
Dawn O’Rourke, 15 years - Madeline Power, 20 years -
Heather Vardy, 25 years - Wynn Browning.

Best wishes to our Area1 sisters in Harmony for a happy
summer and a safe return to singing in the Fall.

Newfound Sound
Elizabeth Lacasse, President - Newfound Sound

Island A Cappella
Kelly Mullaly, Education Coordinator
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The Area 1 Website is evolving, and we hope that all of
you have had a chance to visit the site. So much to see
from educational items, resources, pictures, videos,
financials, minutes and more!

On the home page, there is a banner that shows all
choruses in Area 1 and the Quartet winners from past Area
Contests. Look for some new photos coming soon!

On a monthly basis we have been featuring one of our
Area 1 Choruses on the home page.

Member Celebration was created to celebrate the
accomplishments of our Area 1 members and get to know
each other.

The Quartet Feature is also rotated monthly. If you wish to
change your message to the membership and public, feel
free to do so.

Easy access to previous AC&C Fun Night photos with a
click of a button.

The Donation button was created to make donating to Sing
Canada as easy as possible so we can give back to an
organization that has done so much for our members. A
great idea for us Canadians wanting to contribute and
receive a tax receipt.

Harmony Angels acknowledges and remembers those
members we have lost.

These are only a few items available to view on our home
page. You will also find a calendar of events, newsletters,
etc. Please take a moment to browse through the Area 1
website and provide feedback with any ideas or
suggestions. We would love to hear from you!

Message from your
Website Team
Madeline Power and Debbie Bradley
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Area 1 does not have an official Area Director’s award but
this year I decided there is someone who needs to be
acknowledged and thanked for all she has done and
continues to do for Area 1.

Madeline Power has been a Harmony, Inc. (HI) member
and a dedicated and active member of Newfound Sound
since 2007.

She is well known as our Area 1 Treasurer and when
asked 3 years ago readily agreed to also be our AC&C
Treasurer. She assists with all things financial including
Sing into Spring and Harmony Harvest. She also faithfully
sends monthly financial statements to HI and assists Area
1 chapters with incorporation renewals.

After being a member of our new HarmonySite website
task force she spent hours researching all things website-
related and became our Area 1 Website Manager. She has
worked tirelessly to create and maintain a vibrant website
of which we can all be proud.

Over the past 5 months, she has reworked too many AC&C
budgets to count and took on the huge role of registering
all AC&C participants…no easy task. Since early March I
am sure she has lost track of the many emails and texts
she has received and always promptly answered.

At our 2022 AC&C, it was my honour to present Madeline
with a small token of thanks for everything that she has
done for Area 1 and most importantly for ‘just being’
Madeline, a very special hard-working woman with a very
big heart, a true treasure!

Linda McMaster, Area 1 Director

Our Area 1 Treasurer, an Absolute TREASURE!
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Madeline Power

Harmony Harvest 2022

You'reYou're
a gem!a gem!
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Barbara Pate on the passing of her mother

Condolences go out to Jill Woodley (husband Dan) on
the death of her father-in-law Carl Woodley

Area 1 would like to extend condolences to the following
members who lost close family members over the past six
months. Our hearts are with you!

Seaside A Cappella 

Elm City Echoes

Linda McMaster – Area Director

Debbie Bradley – Secretary

Madeline Power – Treasurer

Helen LeFort – AC&C Chair

Janet Bernie, President – Breton Songbirds

Margie McClelland, President – Cobequid

Fun-Tones

Nancy Reading, President – Codiac Chords

Arlene Pineo, President – Elm City Echoes

Gillian Nichol, President – Island A Cappella

Elizabeth Lacasse, President – Newfound

Sound

Tanya Reid, President – ScotianAires

Bernice Blake Dibblee, President – Sea

Belles

Yvonne Rafuse, President – Seaside A

Cappella

Deb Moreau, President – Valley Voices

Kelly Mullaly - Education Coordinator

Margie Fife – Associate Member

Representative

Andrea Leonard - Membership & Youth

Coordinator

June Cousens – ACJC (Area Contest &

Judging Chair)

Jill Reid – Music Directors Forum Coordinator

Joanne Ings – Quartet Coordinator

Olivia Clancy – Newsletter Editor (Ex officio)

In Memoriam
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AREA 1 COUNCIL

Sing Canada Harmony is a registered charity dedicated to
the support of vocal music education in Canada. Visit the
Sing Canada Harmony website
(https://singcanadaharmony.ca/) for information about our
scholarship, donor, and legacy programs and to discover
what we can do for you or someone you know.

Associate Member Representative
Education Coordinator
Public Relations Chair

We need your skills and your Harmony, Inc. passion on
our Area 1 Team! If you are interested in learning more or
reviewing a job description please contact Linda M, your
Area Director at area1directorlinda@gmail.com.

Volunteer Opportunites

https://singcanadaharmony.ca/

